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CSPNJ Celebrates Employees Honored with International and Statewide Professional 

Organization Awards 
Accolades Fortify the Behavioral Health Nonprofit's Newest Recognition, the Healthy Homes 

and Communities Award, Addressing Homelessness 

FREEHOLD, NJ – November 25, 2025 – Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey 

(CSPNJ) is celebrating its employees following a month of numerous awards granted to its team 

members by professional organizations across the state. In conjunction with highlighting specific 

individuals from its over 360 staff, CSPNJ commends the hard work, dedication, and passion that 

its entire team builds in the peer community. 

CSPNJ received the 2025 Outstanding Project Award in the Healthy Homes & Communities 

category for its Statewide Street Outreach and Warming/Cooling Center Operations at Housing 

and Community Development of New Jersey’s Under One Roof Conference on October 24. 

This honor was bestowed to CSPNJ for its “invaluable work providing steady services that 

showcase a dedication to supporting healthy communities.” CSPNJ’s homelessness/unhoused 

services include providing preventative services at its Community Wellness Centers throughout 

NJ as well as targeted street outreach and the operation of seasonal warming and cooling centers. 

Community involvement has been central to the development and ongoing refinement of these 

services. 

CSPNJ was included by name in The Stevie Awards’ official press release for garnering four 

awards among its staff in Stevie® Awards for Women in Business. Heather Simms, Deputy 

Director of Advocacy & Peer Services, was recognized with two silver Stevie Awards - one for 

Female Social Activist of the Year, and the other as Social Change Maker of the Year in Disability. 

Chelsea Triano, Marketing Coordinator, earned the top score in the Female Social Media Manager 

of the Year category and was honored with the gold Stevie Award. Anne Smullen Thieling, Chief 

Operations Officer, was awarded the bronze Stevie Award as Female Thought Leader of the Year 

in Government/Non-Profit. 

At the Supportive Housing Association of New Jersey’s annual conference on November 14, 

Lasheema Sanders-Edwards received the Supportive Housing Hero Award. Lasheema brings deep 

empathy, sharp insight, and a fierce commitment to housing justice. She is a beacon for 

community-based, peer-led solutions that help people thrive, not just survive. John J. Kulesza 

(retired) received a Cornerstone Award. 

At the Mental Health Association in New Jersey 25th Annual Evening of Excellence on 

November 12, former Chief Operating Officer Mark Duffy (retired) was honored as a mental 

health champion. “It was an incredible honor to accept this award on behalf of Mark Duffy. 
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Mark’s leadership, compassion, and unwavering belief in the power of peer-led support helped 

shape CSPNJ’s respite and wellness programs into what they are today,” Heather Simms 

shared. “His vision continues to guide our work, and this recognition reflects the lasting impact 

he’s had on our organization, our partners, and the many individuals whose lives have been 

strengthened by his commitment to recovery, dignity, and community.” 

As a nonprofit, CSPNJ depends on private, corporate, and public funding, many of which face 

uncertainty. Supporters help CSPNJ stay strong and responsive. For more information about 

CSPNJ or to donate, please visit  www.cspnj.org or contact Chelsea Triano at ctriano@cspnj.org 

or 732-443-0680. 

 

About Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey (CSPNJ) 

A statewide behavioral health agency incorporated in 1984, CSPNJ has established itself as a 

respected innovator of housing, Community Wellness Centers, employment, and economic 

development services that promote the wellness and recovery of people with the lived experience 

of behavioral health conditions. Starting with just three drop-in centers to what is now a statewide 

network of programs, CSPNJ is a nationally recognized leader in the design and delivery of 

wellness and recovery-oriented services, offering opportunities for people to live, learn, and work 

in the community of their choice. CSPNJ is celebrating its 40th year of operations in 2025, having 

provided supportive housing and community wellness centers for decades, respite and 

homelessness services for over 10 years, and outreach services for the past 5 years. CSPNJ is a 

HUD-approved Public Housing Agency that provides mainstream and CoC housing vouchers for 

over 20 years. For more information about CSPNJ, visit www.cspnj.org. 
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