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CSPNJ Wins the Silver Stevie ® Award for Organization of the Year - Non-Profit or 

Government Organization in the 2025 International Business Awards® 
CSPNJ is the Sole Winner Representing a U.S. Organization in its Category & Chelsea Triano 

Named Communications Professional of the Year 

FREEHOLD, NJ – September 18, 2025 – Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey 
(CSPNJ) is incredibly honored to announce it has been named the winner of the Silver Stevie® 
award for Organization of the Year - Non-Profit or Government Organization (Large) in the 
International Business Awards®. CSPNJ was the only winner representing a U.S. organization 
in its category. This accolade is even more exciting for the behavioral health agency, having just 
marked its 40th anniversary of operations last month. 

“The award recognizes CSPNJ's work as a not-for-profit and peer-led agency in a global scope,” 
stated Anne Smullen Thieling, CSPNJ COO. “As New Jersey's largest peer-led organization 
and a leader in innovation and peer support across the U.S., receiving this international honor 
escalates the power of and need for more peer-led services in the mental health, recovery, and 
disability community.”  

One judge shared, "CSPNJ demonstrates remarkable growth and impact, particularly in its 
homeless outreach and crisis services, since early 2023. The rapid expansion of county-specific 
and statewide outreach programs, the operation of warming centers, and the launch of new 
initiatives like "Bringing Veterans Home" directly address pressing community needs...” CSPNJ 
prioritizes hiring people with lived experience, which includes executive leadership. Ultimately, 
CSPNJ's intensive use of peers creates a welcoming environment in which people feel respected 
and accepted. CSPNJ was celebrated for its commitment to the peer-led model, with another judge 
stating, “putting individuals with experience in the driver's seat to create rare authenticity and 
support.” 

CSPNJ's Marketing Coordinator Chelsea Triano earned a Silver Stevie® award for 
Communications Professional of the Year, for her innovative and creative efforts to ensure 
sustainable and meaningful relationships to enhance accessibility of services at CSPNJ. A judge 
remarked, “Wow, I was SO MUCH inspired by your nomination. It's clear how much heart and 
strategy went into your work. The supporting documentation is excellent!!! Your use of personal 
storytelling and community-driven design shows how you're pushing boundaries in your field. 
Please continue leading with such purpose!!! Good job!” 

This is the first time CSPNJ has submitted nominations to the International Business Awards®; 
additionally, Chelsea was the only winner representing a New Jersey organization in her category. 
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The International Business Awards are the world’s premier business awards program. All 
individuals and organizations worldwide – public and private, for-profit and non-profit, large and 
small - are eligible to submit nominations. The 2025 IBAs received more than 3,800 nominations 
from organizations and individuals in 78 nations and territories. Details about The International 
Business Awards and the list of 2025 Stevie winners are available at www.StevieAwards.com/IBA. 
CSPNJ has also been recognized as a nominee for the publicly voted People's Choice Stevie 
Awards for Favorite Companies. Those interested in supporting CSPNJ are encouraged to vote at 
peopleschoice.stevieawards.com. There is an unlimited number of votes per day per person. 

As a nonprofit, CSPNJ depends on private, corporate, and public funding, many of which face 
uncertainty. Supporters help CSPNJ stay strong and responsive. For more information about 
CSPNJ or to donate, please visit  www.cspnj.org or contact Chelsea Triano at ctriano@cspnj.org 
or 732-443-0680. 

 
About Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey (CSPNJ) 
A statewide behavioral health agency incorporated in 1984, CSPNJ has established itself as a 
respected innovator of housing, Community Wellness Centers, employment, and economic 
development services that promote the wellness and recovery of people with the lived experience 
of behavioral health conditions. Starting with just three drop-in centers to what is now a statewide 
network of programs, CSPNJ is a nationally recognized leader in the design and delivery of 
wellness and recovery-oriented services, offering opportunities for people to live, learn, and work 
in the community of their choice. CSPNJ is celebrating its 40th year of operations in 2025, having 
provided supportive housing and community wellness centers for decades, respite and 
homelessness services for over 10 years, and outreach services for the past 5 years. CSPNJ is a 
HUD-approved Public Housing Agency that provides mainstream and CoC housing vouchers for 
over 20 years. For more information about CSPNJ, visit www.cspnj.org. 
 

About the Stevie Awards 
Stevie Awards are conferred in nine programs: the Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards, the German Stevie 
Awards, the Middle East & North Africa Stevie Awards, The American Business Awards®, The 
International Business Awards®, the Stevie Awards for Women in Business, the Stevie Awards 
for Great Employers, the Stevie Awards for Sales & Customer Service, and the Stevie Awards for 
Technology Excellence. Stevie Awards competitions receive more than 12,000 nominations each 
year from organizations in more than 70 nations. Honoring organizations of all types and sizes and 
the people behind them, the Stevies recognize outstanding performances in the workplace 
worldwide. Learn more about the Stevie Awards at www.StevieAwards.com. 
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